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OPINION 


Long Beach, 
the “Warkoka 
of Southern 
California?” 


Taking out parts of 
Long Beach’s break- 
water is necessary 
in order to clean up 
pollution and bring 
back the waves. 


Mimi NGUYEN 


Contributing Writer 


ave you ever 
wished you could 
go to the any of 
the beaches in 
Long Beach and 
swim in clean ocean water or 
catch a decent wave? In reality, 
trash and bacteria linger beneath 
the surface of the murky water, 
and waves only roll in during 
hurricanes. Many people can’t 
even remember a time when 
Long Beach was anything like 
the neighboring Huntington 
Beach to the south or Hermosa 
Beach to the north, but it hasn’t 
always been so dull. 

In order to restore Long Beach 
to its former state of cleanliness 
and “surf-ability,” the rocky 
barrier that runs 8.4 miles along 
the coast of Long Beach must be 
taken out, either in parts or as a 
whole. 

According to the Surfrider 
Foundation, Long Beach’s break- 
water separates the current of the 
Catalina Channel from the ships 
that sail in and out of the ports 
of Long Beach. It is broken into 
three sections: the San Pedro 
Breakwater, built in the early 
1900s protecting the Los Angeles 
Harbor; the Middle Breakwater, 
built in the 1920s and 30s, which 
protects the Long Beach Harbor; 
and the Long Beach Breakwater, 
built in the 1940s to protect a no 
longer functioning Naval base. 
Each of the barriers has two 
openings that allow cargo ships 
to enter and leave the ports. 

Some businesses and local 
residents disagree with this idea 
because the breakwater provides 
necessary protection for the 78.2 
million metric revenue tons of 
cargo, which are responsible for 
an estimated $14.5 billion in 
trade-related wages and provide 
jobs globally, according to the 
Port of Long Beach in a report. 

However, the breakwater is 
costly to maintain. Hurricane 
Marie, which grazed the Long 
Beach Harbor during August 
2014, left three breaches in the 
breakwater after an onslaught 
of 15-foot waves for four days 
straight. Approximately 4,100 - 
feet of varying degrees of dam- 
age were reported by the Army 


see BREAKWATER, page 4 
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~UAM opens officially 


University Art Museum celebrated the grand opening of a new plaza entrance and three new installments to the collection in the 


New East Gallery at California State University, Long Beach on Saturday. 


LBSU forward David 
Samuels goes up for a shot 
against a Hawai’i defender 

in the first half on Saturday 
at the Walter Pyramid. Sam- 
uels scored 11 points and 9 
rebounds. The Long Beach 
State men’s basketball team 
overcame a sluggish first 
half and defeated Hawaii 
65-50, extending its winning 
streak to a season-high five 
games on Saturday in the 
Walter Pyramid. 


See story, page 8 
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see UAM, page 3 


Making 
it above 
eround 


UMS hosted a 
spring kickoff to 
showcase local 
bands. 


By Amy PATTON 
News Editor 


Twenty-six-year-old Michael Leyua, 
garbed in a Hawaiian-style shirt and 
a red, Michael Jackson-esque jacket 
crisscrosses his legs and pumps his 
fists in syne with the music. 

He trips on a chord, unplugging 
a band member’s guitar. The guitar- 
ist playfully whips Michael with the 
chord and they exchange bashful 
smiles. 

For self-ascribed Latino alterna- 
tive band Los Dharma Bums, playing 
on stage at the Nugget Pub and Grill 
at California State University, Long 
Beach is just one more step closer to 
surfacing from the underground mu- 
sic scene of the greater Los Angeles 
area. 

“At the risk of being controversial, 
the underground scene is a little stag- 


see MUSIC, page 6 
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Long Beach Main Library 


censors local artist 


A library staff member 
asked that a local artist 
remove a black doll from 
her display, leaving only a 
white police officer doll in 
her exhibit. 


By SEAN GALLAGHER 
Contributing Writer 


Long Beach Main library recently 
censored Lethia Cobbs, a Disabled Stu- 
dent Services writing specialist at Cali- 
fornia State University, Long Beach and 
a local artist. 

Cobbs said her depiction of a white 
doll in a police uniform standing over 
a much smaller armless black doll, ly- 
ing on the ground attracted the most 
attention. 

When a library staff member saw 
her putting up the armless doll, she 
approached Cobbs, saying that she 
felt it would be too inflammatory and 
requested that she remove one of the 
dolls. Cobbs said she complied, and the 
exhibit went on display only featuring 
the white doll standing in a police uni- 
form. 

“By December, so much had hap- 
pened with all the police killings and 
action, that I felt compelled to do a 
scene reflecting that,” Cobbs said. 


Cobbs said she was able to get her 
work exhibited at the library by submit- 
ting it for review in June 2014. 

Long Beach spokesperson Kerry 
Gerot said removing the doll “did not 
follow normal approval procedures” 
because it was modified without review 
and approval of Library Director, Glen- 
da Williams. 

“As soon as we were made aware of 
the issue last week, the library con- 
tacted the artist to return the doll to the 
exhibit as soon as possible,” Gerot said. 
“The doll was returned to the exhibit on 
Monday [Jan. 26] morning at the art- 
ist’s earliest convenience.” 

Gerot said a display of a review of the 
protocols and procedures on the art ex- 
hibits at the library is underway. 

“T think that the display is perfectly 
appropriate for our city,” Daquan Jack- 
son, a Long Beach Polytechnic High 
School senior said when viewing the 
dolls. “And it’s important for it to be 
displayed and raise awareness about 
the issues in our community between 
the citizens and police because how else 
will people who don’t go through what 
we go through.” 

Cobbs has been interested in cre- 
ating art since she was young and 
has been featured in community art 
shows. 

“My grandmother taught me to sew 
and to crochet, and I used to draw just 
for fun when I was younger,” Cobbs 
said. “I started doll-making to relieve 


A Long Beach Main library staff member asked that artist Lethia Cobbs remove the black doll from her display last week. 


stress when my mother passed away in 
2013.” 

Cobbs’ exhibition of handmade dolls 
consists of several different installa- 
tions, including a mermaid, a couple 
at the beach, a little black girl reading 
a book and one inspired by Dia De Los 


Muertos. 

“T think it’s important for artists to 
be given the freedom, the room, to re- 
spond to the issues and events of their 
time, and that’s what that particular 
piece was about,” Cobbs said. 

Cobbs has also won second place in 


a painting contest in a Lakewood com- 
munity art show in 2013. Cobbs also 
has a doll on display at the William 
Grant Still Community Arts Center in 
the West Adams district of Los Ange- 
les, which will be on display through 
the middle of February. 
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University Art Museum extols new exhibitions 


The UAM features Jessica 
Rath’s “Jessica Rath: A Bet- 
ter Nectar,’ “Consumed” 
and “MOCA 8” art exhibi- 
tions. 


By MICHELLE SIEBERT 
Multimedia Assistant 


University Art Museum celebrated 
the grand opening of a new plaza en- 
trance and three new installments to 
the collection in the New East Gallery at 
California State University, Long Beach 
on Saturday. 

“We really want students to under- 
stand that they have a museum on cam- 
pus that’s available to them as a cultural 
resource,’ Shefali Mistry, the Public Re- 
lations and Marketing Coordinator at 
the UAM, said. “But we're really work- 
ing across disciplines to make sure that 
students in every major are interested in 
what we're doing here.” 

Mistry said that the artists are chosen 


10am, —I p.m. . 
“I, Chicken’ virtual experience” 
Speaker’s Platform on campus 


Last day to add/drop classes on 


MyCSULB 


for their artistic practice. 

To make way for the permanent col- 
lection gallery, a 3,000-square-foot ex- 
pansion into the east wing of the Steve 
and Nini Horn Center was added to the 
UAM. 

Through the main entrance and to 
the ‘left, Los Angeles-based artist Jes- 
sica Rath, is featured with her exhibi- 
tion, “Jessica Rath: A Better Nectar.” The 
piece utilizes polyester resin fiberglass 
sculptures, light and sound to create a 
human-scaled experience from an un- 
derground nest. 

“{I found a nest] on the ground, and 
there were thousands of bees tumbling 
over each other and making a very 
strange yet beautiful noise,” Rath said. 
“I wanted to make a score about that 
work.” 

Students of the Bob Cole Conservato- 
ry of Music Chamber Choir, led by Jona- 
than Talberg, performed “bee scores,” 
which were created in collaboration with 
composer Robert Hoehn. The composi- 
tions are made up of human voices in- 
terpreting bee communication and were 
recorded by the Bob Cole Conservatory 


I p.m. — 4:30 p.m. 
Immunization clinic 
USU Ballrooms A and B 


4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Peace Corps information session 
Brotman Hall 250 


of Music. 

“Tm a big fan of sculptures and things 
that come to life,” Hyla Rachwal, a 
sophomore majoring in political science 
at CSULB said. She likes the “Staminal 
Evolution” piece because “it has this 
sound and you look inside of the round 
pieces and listen to what it sounds like 
inside of the sculpture,” she said. 

Erick Zepeda, a freshman majoring 
in film at CSULB, scrutinized the art 
pieces and said he thinks the perspec- 
tive of the bees is both interesting and 
different. 

“T just find all this time for research 
on the piece really interesting,” he said. 
“T do enjoy looking at art. It’s a nice ex- 
perience.” 

To the right after entrance, a huge 
ball of items wrapped in string rests on a 
naked mannequin in the print appropri- 
ately titled “Consumed” by Mary Mat- 
tingly. Museum and Curatorial Stud- 
ies graduate students Brittany Binder, 
Sinead Finnerty-Pyne and Amy Kaeser 
curated this piece. ; 

Binder said that she chose this piec 
because of its message. “Consumed” rep- 
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The “Consumed” exhibit, now on display at the University Art Museum, 
represents the relationship between consumerism and society. 


resents how the small things, including 
everything people consume, purchased 
and the resources they rely on, add up. 

Binder said the piece looks into the 
past, present and future implications of 
mass consumption and re-contextualiz- 
es every day consumer objects into new 
forms. 


Feb. 5 


/ p.m. = 2:30 p.m. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Cel- 
ebration 

University Student Union 204 


Consumerism is one of the major 
causes of an environmental crisis and 
Mattingly’s work critiques and recog 
nizes the relationship between consum- 
erism and society, according to a press 
release. 

All of these exhibitions will be dis- 
played until April 12. 


Feb. 6 


l0.a.m. - 1 pin. 

Long Beach College Promise 
Tour University Student Union 
Beach Auditorium 


y working in Congress! 


No matter what your major, if you’re an outstanding undergraduate student leader (junior or senior in 
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for a Panetta Congressional Internship. 
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www.csulb.edu/students/news/panetta.htm 


he Panetta Intern Program 


a a) a Open to students at all CSU campuses, plus Santa Clara University and Dominican University of California. Must be a junior or senior in fall 2015. Apply through 
ie 


ANETT. 
INSTITUTE 


the CSULB Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs by noon On Monday, February 23, 2015. Your travel to and from Washington, along with 
housing expenses and a stipend, will be covered by the program. 
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BREAKWATER 


continued from page 1 


Corps, and the repair costs totaled to 
about $20 million, according to the 
Press Telegram. 

The repairs cost more than the rev- 
enue that the breakwater provides. 

Removing some sections of the Long 
Beach Breakwater would not mean 
that cargo ships could not come in. 
The remaining San Pedro and Middle 
Breakwaters would protect the ships 
coming into Long Beach Harbor and 
Los Angeles Harbor. 

According to the Surfrider Founda- 
tion, a non-profit environmental orga- 
nization interested in beach cleanup 
and protection, the Long Beach 
Breakwater was built to protect a U. S. 
Navy base that is now inoperable. That 
means that the Long Beach section 
of the breakwater has lost its original 
purpose. 

There are other environmental 
issues that surround the Long Beach 
Breakwater. ABC7 News of Los 
Angeles named Long Beach one of the 
most polluted beaches in California. 
According to Heal the Bay’s Beach 
Report Card in 2013, all nine ocean- 
front beaches received a failing D or 
F letter grade from an environmental 
group testing Southern California 
water quality. 

“It’s very dirty because all the pollu- 
tion is trapped within the breakwater,” 
said California State University, Long 
Beach geology and oceanography 
professor Bruce Perry. The stagnant 
polluted water has led to the develop- 
ment and growth of different types of 
bacteria. 

The fate of the Long Beach Break- 


water is in the hands of the U.S. Army, 
which has decided to leave the break- 
water up and maintain it for the time 
being, while allowing case studies 

to be conducted on the efficacy, eco- 
nomic feasibility and environmental 
sustainability of multiple breakwater 
conclusions. 

“They want to know if it’s going to 
restore the ecosystem... cleaner water, 
more marine life due to wave action, 
{but] it cannot damage any exist- 
ing coastal properties,” Long Beach 
Deputy Chief of Staff Daniel Brezenoff 
said. 

The Surfrider Foundation is spear- 
heading the campaign to take down or 
alter the Long Beach Breakwater, and 
its members include coastal engineers, 
and a former Army Corps Engineer. 

“We started this effort in 1989... 
and at that point people just hated 
us,” Surfrider Chair Seamus Ian Innes 
said. “Through a lot of persistent 
effort, we got to the point where the 
mayor is onboard.” Innes is a coastal 
engineer and graduate from Univer- 
sity of California, Berkeley. The Long 
Beach chapter works with the city of 
Long Beach and Mayor Robert Garcia 
to develop solutions that will benefit 
the city, the residents, the port and the 
environment. : 

Some reluctant oceanfront dwellers 
are worried about their real estate 
vulnerability. “Removal of the break- 
water would allow a natural long shore 
current to naturally widen their beach 
and keep it wide,” said Perry. Some 
residents believe there are other alter- 
natives. “There are some aerial photos 


of the peninsula [before the breakwater 


was built] where there were a couple 
jetties on the peninsula at that time... 
finger jetties,” said Kelli Koller, owner 
of Seventh Wave Surf Shop in down- 
town Long Beach. The jetties would 


help to protect oceanfront properties 
from being damaged. 

There are high levels of bacteria in 
all nine beaches affected by the break- 
water. The City Office has conducted 
a reconnaissance study to approve 
further case studies to be conducted in 
order to determine if the breakwater 
should be altered, according to Moffatt 
& Nichol, a local engineering firm. 
However, the United States Congress 
still needs to approve budgeting to 
allow any further studies to be done on 
the breakwater. 

Anyone who is interested in learn- 
ing about the breakwater issue can go 
to the Surfrider Long Beach Chapter 
meeting, which is being held Feb. 11, at 
Seventh Wave Surf Shop, at 6:30 p.m. 
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All work and no 
pay makes fack 
a dull boy 


Companies often break labor laws 
because of how they treat their unpaid 
internships, but students can put an 
end to this. 


STEPHANIE THAI 


Contributing Writer 


ach year; students ap- 
ply to several different 
internships in the hope 
of getting one, paid or 
unpaid. From organizing 
a storage closet to doing 
the work of a paid employee, many 
interns feel bound to do whatever their 
“employers” ask of them. However, 
for those with unpaid internships, the 
effort they put in could result in doing 
activities that go against labor laws. 
Interns should be careful about what 
internships they are willing to take. 

To some employers, the term “un- 
paid intern” really means free labor. 
Working without being compensated 
results in the possibility of being taken 
advantage of, especially if companies 
know that they can get away with ma- 
nipulating the intern if they are afraid 
to speak out. 

“Any job that people are going 
to want - whether it’s a lawyer or a 
doctor, you're going to have to intern 
somewhere and take crap from people 
and you're just going to have to pay 
your dues,” Mike Zahn, a third year 
kinesiology major, said. He is currently 
an intern for the California State Uni- 
versity, Long Beach’s men’s basketball 
team. 

“Many regulators say that violations 
are widespread, but that it is unusually 
hard to mount a major enforcement 
effort because interns are often afraid 
to file complaints,” said reporter Steven 
Greenhouse in the New York Times. 
“Many fear they will become known 


* as troublemakers in their chosen field, 


endangering their chances with a 
potential future employer.” 

In order for students to protect 
themselves from being taken advan- 
tage of, they should be aware of certain 
rules and regulations. According to the 
U.S. Department of Labor, employers 
should not have the interns displace 
the work of regular employees. Instead, 
they should recognize that the work 
of an intern in their business is purely 
training and specifically for the intern’s 
educational benefit. 

Employers like Evan Lessler, owner 
at Adapt, a brand notable for represent- 
ing the Bay Area through clothing feels 
that interns need to have some sort of 
compensation especially since regula- 
tions can be a lot harsher in places like 
San Francisco. 

“We don’t use interns anymore,” 
said Lessler. “Everyone is paid.” 

The fact that some cities crack 
down on what are considered ethical 


and unethical labor practices is not 
just something employers should be 
worried about but students as well. 


Students need to ensure that the work 
they do is to benefit them and not just 
the companies. 

In the court case, Walling v. 
Portland Terminal Co., Portland 
Terminal Company had training 
for prospective employees where 
applicants would work for six-seven 
days a week. After the applicants had 
successfully shown themselves to 
be competent, employers would add 
these applicants to a list, call when 
extra services were needed and then 
pay them $4 a day. The court found 
that the company’s procedures were 
unethical and introduced the Fair 
Labor Standards act, which became a 
major proponent for individuals who 
are being put to work without equal 
pay, including interns. 

“It’s the modern way to get cheap 
labor for companies that profit from 
that,” said Heloiza Herscovitz, an 
associate professor and internship 
coordinator in the journalism depart- 
ment at CSULB. “You're not an em- 
ployee, and they don’t have to pay for 
anything, but you have to pay for your 
own gas and probably your own park- 
ing. Companies exploit those students, 
yes. But that’s the way students get that 
experience.” 

However, some internships work 
out well. Stacey Nguyen is a fourth 
year fashion-merchandising student 
at CSULB and an unpaid intern at 
LookBook, an online platform where 
fashion bloggers can express them- 
selves through their individual style. 

“Before I got the job, I did a lot of 
networking.” Nguyen said. “I think 
with this company, I [will] be able to 
branch out to other companies and 
opportunities will fall into place with 
me.” 

Nguyen said she has found that 
through her own self-starting initia- 
tives, she has grown both profession- 
ally and personally, and she has been 
privileged to attend major events like 
London Fashion Week through her 
internship. 

For students like Nguyen, feeling 
more confident and self-aware of what 
the next step is after their internships 
should be the foundation for all stu- 
dents’ attitudes since many are trying 
to get the most of their internship 
experience. 

Essentially, going through the in- 
ternship process is a matter of deciding 
whether what is being offered in ex- 
change for the time and effort is worth 
it. It is up to the individuals themselves 
to not only make that call, but to take 
what they can from the experience as 
well. 
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Students can use REC*IT app to learn about sports and other campus activities. 


By RUBEN D1Az 
Contributing Writer 


Don’t sweat it — the smart phone app 
REC*IT is now available for California 
State University, Long Beach students to 
plan their active lifestyles. 

President of REC*IT David Oestreicher 
said that his app aims to coach students 
with their involvement in on-campus 
classes and intramurals by keeping their 
heads in the game when they're not in 
class. 

The Student Recreation and Wellness 
Center at CSULB can now provide stu- 
dents with information regarding sport- 
related happenings through the app, such 
as live scores and team schedules. 

In addition, the app allows users 
to communicate with team members 
and receive notifications that will be 
catered to their interests, Oestreicher 
said. 

“If youre interested in yoga, then you 
can set up notifications for yoga,” Oest- 
reicher said. “If there is a new yoga class, 
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then you will receive an update about the 
class.” 

The app is available for iOS, Apple 
Inc.’s phone and tablet operating system, 
and Android, Google’s phone and tablet 
operating system, devices. While focus- 
ing on making the app available to those 
operating systems, Oestreicher said that 
he created REC*IT for one reason: effi- 
ciency. 

Oestreicher said he noticed that stu- 
dents who are trying to find out infor- 
mation about SRWC sports on campus 
will go to the facility’s website or bulletin 
board. The REC*IT app not only provides 
students with information, but also caters 
to their specific interests through notifica- 
tions to their mobile devices. 

The app requires SRWC directors 
to input sport information on software 
hosted by IMLeagues, an online man- 
agement system company working with 
REC*IT, so that it can be available to 
students. Moko Social Media, a global 
social media company, helped with fi- 
nancing and developing the app as well, 
Oestreicher said. 
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Music 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


-nant because there’s too many 
bands, a lot of [them circulating 
on the] Internet, or just start- 
ing out,” band guitarist and lead 
vocalist Joey Jimenez said. “They 
don’t really do the scene justice.” 

The Underground Music Soci- 
ety, a club at CSULB, holds free 
shows and performances at the 
Nugget every third Thursday of 
the month to highlight local tal- 
ent. On Thursday, UMS held its 
spring semester kickoff, hosting 
Los Dharma Bums, Vox Amoris 
and Los Hermanos. 

UMS event coordinator Oscar 
Bautista said the club is planning 
to highlight more genres than the 
typical punk rock variety this se- 
mester. 

UMS will unplug for several 
acoustic shows and will experi- 
ment at the Soroptimist House 
in April for a night of psychedelic 
sounds. 

“It doesn’t matter what genre 
[or] how long you've been play- 
ing,” Bautista said. “If you're 
in the area and you want to put 
yourself out there, we're here for 
you guys.” 

The community vibe drove 
rock band Voxa Amoris during 
its performance. Guitarist and 
lead vocalist Alex Sundstrom re- 
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affirmed the airborne amity by 
encouraging the line-up of bands 
to stay after their sets to support 
their stage-mates. 

“The issue isn’t even the people 
listening because it’s not their re- 
sponsibility to support you if they 
don’t like your music,” Sundstrom 
said. “But the other bands that 
play with you that night, it should 
be a lot more of a comradery 
thing, and that’s the hardest thing 
with the scene right now.” 

Akin to the theme of crowd 
contentment, band members 
Chris Don and John Komotos 
originally from the band Suns of 
Jimi wrapped up the night with an 
impromptu performance under 
the moniker Los Hermanos. 

Don said he and Komotos did 
not want to stand up the Nugget 
crowd when they found out the 
rest of their fellow band members 
were unavailable for the gig that 
night. 

With its sound inspired by 
some of rock’s greats like the 
Beatles and Led Zeppelin, Don 
said Suns of Jimi has been trying 
to break into the college scene for 
some time now. 

“Local music, something’s 
coming,” Komotos said. “[Music 
culture is] in a midpoint of where 
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record companies are done and 
doomed and independent compa- 
nies [are stepping up]. We're just 
in a transition process ... And it’s 
a kind of a standstill point right 
now.” 

Each band stayed for its prede- 
cessor and melted into the nearly 
full audience of about 30 onlook- 
ers gathered around the stage. For 
Los Dharma Bums, surging up 
from the subterranean requires 
more than support from the com- 
munity and other bands though. 

“[Local bands] don’t really take 
the audience into consideration or 
anything like that,” Jimenez said. 
“That’s what’s ruining the under- 
ground scene ... you don’t want to 
go out and watch a bunch of ama- 
teurs enjoy themselves and not 
give anything to the audience.” 

Gabriel Maldonado, the bassist 
for Los Dharma Bums, said that 
what makes the band stand out 
is the genuine personality it puts 
into each show. 

According to Leyua, having a 
bad time at their show is simply 
not an option. 

“You're going to be like, ‘wow, 
oh damn I saw that for free?” 
Leyua said. “But we're not going 
to play for free forever. We ‘gotsta’ 
get paid!” 


Tambourine player for Los Dharma Bums, Michael Leyua, dances on stage to hype up the audience. 


Since CSULB is not the only university 
that offers recreational sports on campus, 
Oestreicher said he made the app available 
to other campuses as well. 

“We're live on more than 500 cam- 
puses,” Oestreicher said. “We've got nearly 
every university that needs us.” 

Oestreicher defines the universities that 
“need” REC*IT as campuses where recre- 
ational sports play a prominent role in stu- 
dents’ daily schedules. 

Sarah Bermudez, a senior human devel- 
opment major at CSULB, said she thinks 
the development of this app is a good as- 
set for the SRWC since it will help inform 
students. 

“It’s more convenient to receive updates 
[on sports and classes] instead of actually 
looking for a schedule,” Bermudez said. 

While the app can potentially be use- 


* ful to some, students like CSULB fresh- 


man ceramics major Rick Esqueda will 
not be reaping the benefits put in place by 
REGU 

“Personally, I wouldn’t use it because I 
don’t have a smartphone,” Esqueda said. 
“But I'm sure someone would.” 
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The 49ers will make 
the short trip to 
Fullerton and seek 
their fourth straight 
win. 


By OscAR TERRONES 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State men’s basket- 
ball team overcame a sluggish first half 
and defeated Hawaii 65-50, extending 
its winning streak to a season-high five 
games on Saturday in the Walter Pyra- 
mid. 

The 49ers (12-11, 6-1) played a dismal 
first half against the Rainbow Warriors 
(15-8, 3-4), looking flat and possibly still 
feeling the effects of their 91-85 overtime 
win at Cal Fullerton on Thursday night. 
Head coach Dan Monson said if they 
-were tired, then they are in big trouble. 

“For us to go to the NCAA tourna- 
ment, we have to win three straight 
games in three straight days,” Monson 
said. “If we can’t go through an emo- 
tional overtime game, then take a day off 
and come back and play better than that, 
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LBSU forwards Jack Williams (left) and David Samuels congratulate each other just before the final seconds of the matchup on Saturday. 


we're going to be watching the NCAA 
Tournament from home.” 

Senior forward David Samuels said 
Thursday’s game took a little bit out of 
him, and he felt that in his lower half. 

“I was cramping in my legs,” Samuels 
said. “It feels weird when you know you 
don’t have your full strength in your legs. 
[ll be better for next week.” 

Even after being outplayed by the 
Rainbow Warriors in the first half, the 
49ers were only down one at the break. 
Much of that had to do with the plays 
of sophomore guard Travis Hammonds 
and freshman guard Deontae North. 

“Our bench deserves a lot of credit,” 


Monson said. “They came in ready to go 
and righted the ship for us.” 

North and Hammonds finished with 
a combined 22 points on five of eight 
shooting from the floor and nine of 11 
from the free throw line. North also 
grabbed five rebounds and had a handful 
of hustle plays on defense to prevent easy 
baskets for Hawaii. 

“Good week’for Travis,” Monson said. 
“That’s great to see. He’s been in and out 
of the ‘doghouse.’ He hasn't had the year 
that we thought he would coming into 
the year. But he’s a team guy. He's getting 
into shape. He’s getting into rhythm. We 
need another guy in rhythm.” 


Monson said he thought North had a 
great week. North has seen his playing 
time dwindle as the season has gone on. 
Monson said North has been lower in the 
rotation because of the depth of the team. 
Still, Monson was happy that his fresh- 
man was ready when called upon. 

“He’s worked his way into good min- 
utes and produced a little bit this week,” 
Monson said. 

Senior guard Mike Caffey had an un- 
characteristically quiet game, shooting 
two of 11 with just five points. Monson 
said he limited Caffey in practice because 
he was so banged up after Thursday’s 
win. Monson said it was nice to win a 


game where they did not have to rely on 
Caffey to do everything. 

“That’s what good teams do,” Monson 
said. “They find other ways to win. It can’t 
just be Caffey has to play well to win.” 

The 49ers had four players score in 
double figures, which is exactly the type 
of offensive balance Samuels said the 
team needs. 

“Coach talked about it after the game,” 
Samuels said. “Mike gets one game 
off where:he doesn’t have to go for 34 
[points]. Today was his one game.” 

The 49ers will host UC Riverside on 
Thursday night in the Walter Pyramid at 
7 p.m. 
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LBSU guard Alex Sanchez runs past two Cal State Fullerton defenders on Saturday in the Walter Pyramid. 


Back 


on 
track 


THE LBSU women’s 
basketball team returned 
to its winning style after 
consecutive losses. 


By WILLIAM HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State women’s 
basketball team defeated Cal State 
Fullerton 74-70 Saturday night in 
the Walter Pyramid. 

The victory took every bit of 
regulation before the 49ers (18-3, 
5-2) cemented their win against 
CSUF (9-10, 3-3). The Beach en- 
tered the game with a two-game 
losing streak, its longest skid since 
last season. 

“It means a lot for us [to get the 


win],” sophomore guard Raven 
Benton said. “Because we know 
we're a championship team, and it 
didn’t matter that we had these two 
losses because we're going to fight 
all the way.” 

Benton scored a team-leading 20 
points for the 49ers, and her most 
important points came from the 
free throw line to secure the win. 

“Honestly, I was just thinking 
about how much I work on my free 
throws,” Benton said. “It’s the same 
routine, so I was pretty relaxed.” 

LBSU’s senior guard Alex San- 
chez was honored before the game 
for reaching the 1000 career-points 
milestone in the 72-64 loss at Ha- 
waii on Thursday. Sanchez went 
five for five and scored 15 of her 17 
points in the first half. 

“Tm not an award crazed out per- 
son,” Sanchez said. “It’s just anoth- 
er game. What I want to leave with 
this legacy is winning the confer- 
ence championship.” 

Sanchez said the two-game los- 
ing streak gave the team extra mo- 
tivation heading into Saturday’s 
game. 

“We're not a losing team,” San- 
chez said. “We’re very competitive. 
We [even] go at it against each other. 
With these last two losses, we were 
very upset, but we knew we had to 
stay together and stay positive or we 
could have had a third loss.” 

The-49ers’ first lead of the game 
came with eight minutes remaining 
in the first half. Sanchez said good 
ball movement and off-the-dribble 
rotation contributed to the 49ers 
18-4 first half run. 

“No one was stationary,” Sanchez 


said. “I actually moved without the 
ball. Usually, ’'m waiting around 
for the ball so it’s easier to guard 
me. So the fact that I was moving 
around and my teammates found 
me, just made me confident to 
shoot it.” 

Even though the 49ers turned the 
ball over 18 times in the first half, 
junior forward Devin Hudson and 
the rest. of LBSU’s interior offense 
helped make up for it by scoring 52 
points in the paint. Hudson played 
a pivotal role in the 49ers’ execu- 
tion, racking up 12 points and 14 
rebounds. 

“[Hudson] was huge,” head coach 
Jody Wynn said. “We were able to 
do a really good job of scoring in 
the paint tonight .That was our 
point of emphasis and our players 
did an excellent job of moving the 
ball and making sure we dominated 
the paint.” 

Another important part of The 
Beach’s game plan was containing 
one of the best shooters in the Big 
West conference, Fullerton senior 
guard Chante Miles. Even though 
Miles drained five three-pointers 
and scored a game-high 25 points, 
the 49ers defense held up when 
CSUF went on its late game surge. 

“A couple times we had miscues 
and they capitalized on it,” Wynn 
said. “[Miles] is a fantastic senior 
leader. She put them on her back 
and not only created shots for her- 
self, but she created shots for her 
teammates.” 

The 49ers’ next matchup will 
be at UC Irvine on Thursday at 4 
p-m. 


